Introduction
The waste production is a fundamental problem from the environmental as well as the economic point of view. Approximately 15 million tonnes of the used plastic waste are generated every year across Europe. Of this volume, a mere 7% [1] [2] [3] is recycled and the remainder is deposited or incinerated [4] . Polyethylene terephthalate (PET, systematic name poly(oxy-1,2-ethanediyloxycarbonyl-1,4-phenylenecarbonyl)) is a highly thermally stable polymer with many uses, most frequently as packaging material for beverages [5] in the form of the well known PET bottles. The ideal way of dealing with PET waste is recycling. One of the possible recycling methods for PET is a controlled thermal degradation of PET into oligomers with olefin and carboxylic end-groups [6] including terephthalic acid whilst yielding minimal amounts of carbonaceous residue [3, 7] . The terephthalic acid thus obtained together with other oligomers can subsequently be used in polymerisation for the production of recycled materials. Alternatively, there are two commercially available depolymerisation methods (methanolysis and glycolysis) available for PET recycling. Both of these methods reduce PET to either a monomer or the original raw materials which can be purified and subsequently re-reacted into "new" PET for use in a food-contact application, packing for detergents, cosmetics, high-quality carpets, foils, car spare parts or pillow filling for allergic persons [8] .
It is worth noting that some polymers are not suitable for recycling, one example being polyethylene, PE, and sometimes for logistic and other reasons PET is not separated from the mixed communal waste. Thus the incineration of carbon-rich wastes is becoming an increasingly attractive alternative to the deposition in landfills, because as much as 90% reduction in volume [3, 9] is achieved. There is a German standard DIN 53 436 [10] in place concerning the combustion of PET and any other plastic materials, which sets the maximum permitted amounts of the waste products in the fumes and also gives methods for the testing Thermal stability and possible further applications of the degradation products of PET material have been widely-studied. Kinetic studies of PET combustion in the presence of various amounts of oxygen and with the temperatures ranging between 25 and 800 °C using TGA have recently been conducted [4, 11, 12] . Other studies have been carried out to identify the products of the thermal decomposition in the temperature range of 270-370 °C in a N 2 inert atmosphere using the MALDI, 1 H and 13 C NMR methods [13] . Infrared spectroscopy has previously been used to study the products of PET thermal degradation [14] and also to study the hydro-thermal degradation under higher pressure [7, 15] . Recently, PET degradation by the laser ablation was studied using AAS spectrometry, infrared spectroscopy, Gel
Permeation Chromatography (GPC) and electron microscopy methods [16] . In one interesting experiment, PET material was also irradiated with Ar + ions and studied using the Rutherford Backscattering (RBS) and Elastic Recoil Detection (ERD) techniques [17] .
High-resolution Fourier Transform Infrared (FTIR) spectroscopy has not so far been exploited to study the products of PET thermal decomposition and combustion. Therefore, this paper presents the results of high-resolution FTIR characterisation of these products, paving the way for wider research into the degradation of other polymers. The same samples were also studied using selected ion flow tube mass spectrometry, SIFT-MS. This mass spectrometry method is based on the chemical ionisation in a flow tube and is chiefly suitable for absolute quantifications of trace amounts of volatile organic compounds in air in the presence of water vapour. SIFT-MS has been used in various fields of research [18] but this is the first time it has been utilised to study products of polymer combustion. The main objective of this study was to compare the products of thermal decomposition of PET at 500 °C, controlled combustion at 800 °C and fumes from uncontrolled flame in air as a simulation of a imperfect PET incineration. 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 The material from a transparent PET bottle with a volume of 1.5 L was used for a combustion experiment mimicking burning of PET in stoves or home central heating boilers.
The exact temperature of the combustion cannot be defined in this situation but it is worthy noting that the inflammation point of PET is 600 o C. A PET bottle was cut into strips of 1 x 2 cm in size and the weight of about 2 g. The gaseous products generated were pumped directly into a vacuum line and trapped in a liquid nitrogen trap and later released into the FTIR absorption cell.
The thermally controlled thermal decomposition and combustion
For the controlled thermal decomposition and combustion experiments a sample of a polyethylene terephtalate film ("TENOLAN"), from which PET bottles are made, was used.
This time, the material was thermally decomposed and combusted at two temperature (500 °C and their content was analysed using FTIR, GC-MS and SIFT-MS.
FTIR spectroscopy
The gaseous products of the uncontrolled and controlled combustion of PET samples (at 500 °C, 800 °C) were released into a vacuum line and trapped in a liquid nitrogen trap. An absorption cell was filled to the pressure of 5.5 Torr by slow re-heating of this trap. The length of the absorption cell was 36.5 cm and the diameter was 5 cm. The spectra were obtained at an ambient temperature using the Bruker IFS 120 HR spectrometer in the spectral range of 500-7000 cm -1 . In order to cover the near-infrared (NIR) range a halogen lamp, a 
GC-MS
The gas chromatograph with a mass spectrometer detector, GC-MS, an instrument used for this study was "Trace GC Ultra-DSQ II" (Thermo Electron Corporation). The 
SIFT-MS
Selected ion flow tube mass spectrometry, (SIFT-MS), is a technique for a simultaneous real-time quantification of several trace gases in air and exhaled breath. It relies on the chemical ionization of the trace gas molecules in air/breath samples introduced into helium carrier gas, using H 3 O + , NO + and O 2 + reagent (precursor). Reactions between the precursor ions and the trace gas molecules proceed for an accurately defined time, the The absolute concentrations of trace gases in single breath exhalation can be determined by SIFT-MS down to parts-per-billion (ppb) levels, obviating sample collection into bags or onto traps [19] . The calibration using chemical standards is not routinely required, as the concentrations are calculated using the known reaction rate constants and the measured flow rates and pressures [20] . For this study samples of the gaseous products of controlled decomposition and combustion were collected in 6 L glass vessels at the atmospheric pressure, kept at an ambient temperature of 20 °C and introduced into the Profile 3 SIFT-MS instrument (manufactured by Instrument Science Limited, Crewe, UK) via a heated calibrated capillary and full scan mass spectra were obtained by repeated full scans for all three precursor ions. The concentrations of main compounds identified on the mass spectra were calculated from the precursor and product ion count rates, the known carrier gas and sample flow rates and flow tube pressure, according to the general method for the calculation of absolute trace gas concentrations in air from selected ion flow tube mass spectrometry data [20] . The rate coefficients were taken from the kinetic library supplied with the SIFT-MS instrument where available or estimated theoretically [19] . The accuracy of quantification in this complex mixture is estimated to be a factor of about two, +100% -50% of estimated absolute error. The relative precision of the measurement, however, is better estimated at about +/-30%. Thus the results provide an order of magnitude of information about the concentrations of the main components of the thermal decomposition and combustion products in the sampled fumes.
Results and Discussion

FTIR spectroscopy
In the NIR and MIR spectra of fumes from the uncontrolled combustion (Figure 2 ), we The group of aldehydes was represented by acetaldehyde and formaldehyde, whose stretching vibrational and rotational modes of C-H groups lay in the FTIR spectrum at 2715 cm -1
(acetaldehyde) and 2780 and 2778 cm -1 (formaldehyde). The above-listed analysis of the IR spectra was performed using the individual vibrational and rotational lines listed in the HITRAN database [21] and using our database in a Bruker OPUS computer program.
Spectra and the analyses of the products of thermal decomposition of PET in a quartz furnace corresponding to the DIN standard, at the temperature of 500 °C (see Figure 3a) were similar to uncontrolled combustion. Thus in the FTIR spectra of products of PET decomposed at 500 °C, we have identified methane, ethane, ethyne, formaldehyde, carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide and water. Figure 3b shows that the PET combustion at 800 o C (i.e. above the inflammation point) is a process of more efficient burning and the main combustion products are carbon oxides and water. Carbohydrates and aldehydes appear only in concentrations that are lower than the detection limit of our FTIR method.
The main advantage of using the high-resolution FTIR method in comparison to the more commonly used low resolution FTIR spectroscopy (resolution 1-5 cm -1 ) is that it allows resolving the detailed structure of the vibrational bands, which often overlap in the spectra of complicated gaseous mixtures. With our high-resolution method, we can for example differentiate the stretching rotation-vibration lines of C-H bonds in propane from the Figure 4 ). Table 1 contains the analytic comparison of gaseous components obtained from the thermal decomposition at a temperature of 500 o C with the combustion products obtained at 800 °C. Twenty three organic molecules were identified at 500 °C, and at 800 °C, there were twenty one different compounds. The characteristic groups of GC-MS analysis were aromatic compounds, derivates of benzoic acid, group of phthalates, biphenyles and others. Common products such as styrene, toluene and naphthalene were found in both samples. From the relative abundance of each identified compound in the chromatograms (see Figure 5 and 6) it is evident that their abundance at the temperature of 800 °C is lower than in the case of 500 °C. This trend was confirmed also by SIFT-MS analysis (see the next section and Table 2 there). Exceptions were biphenyle (peak number 17) and naphthalene (peak number 13), their relative abundance was higher in the 800 o C sample.
GC-MS
SIFT-MS
An analysis of the gaseous products originating from the controlled decomposition and combustion at 500 °C and 800 °C was carried out using three precursor reagent ions H 3 O + , NO + and O 2 + . Several compounds were identified from the characteristic ions present in the H 3 O + spectra (see Figure 7) . Additionally, the spectra obtained with NO + and O 2 + precursors were used to quantify those compounds which do not react with the H 3 O + precursors. The O 2 + spectra were only of a limited value because of the complexity of the mixture and overlap of multiple fragmentation patterns. This has prevented unambiguous identification of more complex organic compounds, however quantification of several hydrocarbons was possible.
The compounds identified on the SIFT-MS spectra are listed in Table 2 together with the characteristic product ions and their concentrations calculated for the two temperatures. SIFT- Table 2 .
To illustrate how the ions observed on the spectra are related to the compounds present in the analysed gaseous mixture, we will outline the main features of ion chemistry which are involved. The H 3 O + precursor ions are known to react with unsaturated hydrocarbon alkenes (C n H 2n ) and alkynes (C n H 2n-2 ) [22] and with aromatic hydrocarbons by proton transfer leading to the formation of the MH + product ions.
Such proton transfer also occurs with aldehydes, ketones, small alcohols and many other compounds, as is known from many previous studies [22] . However for styrene and biphenyl, (identified by GC-MS, see Section 3.2) there was so far no knowledge of the SIFT-MS product ions. Thus, we have carried out a quick study of the ion chemistry of these two compounds and found that proton transfer is indeed the only process occurring for both styrene and biphenyl and no fragmentation occurs. In fact all products of H 3 The inspection of Table 2 reveals that in general concentrations of organic products are lower at the higher combustion temperature of 800 °C than at decomposition temperature of 500 °C. This conforms to the results of previous studies [4, 9] . The exception to this trend is the behaviour of naphthalene and biphenyl, which are seen to be more concentrated in the products of higher temperature combustion. Also there is significantly more water vapour present in the mixture obtained at 800 °C. In the present study it was not possible to quantify CO 2 using SIFT-MS because the characteristic ion CO 2 .H 3 O + overlaps hydrated protonated acetaldehyde at m/z 63, thus exclusion of CO 2 from table 2 does not imply its absence.
Conclusions
In this study, high resolution FTIR spectroscopy was used for the first time to analyse products of PET thermal decomposition and combustion. The spectra of a series of these 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 From the point of view of the analysis of volatile substances, the gas chromatography method remains the best. The combination of gas chromatography with the mass detection represents a very effective combination of separation and a highly sensitive detection technique. A wide range of aromatic and polyaromatic substances such as the group of phthalates [23] was identified using gas chromatography. Concentrations of these compounds were quantified also using SIFT-MS and the precision of this technique was sufficiently high to observe significant differences in the composition of the fumes originating from different temperatures of decomposition and combustion. 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59 Finally it is worth to mention that FTIR was found to complement mass spectrometry based techniques in identification of methane and C 2 hydrocarbons which were not accessible to the GC-MS and SIFT-MS methods used in this study.
This study confirms the utility of the above mentioned combined analysis in providing important information both for an incineration purpose as for certain assessment of fire effluents danger effects on persons a and the environment. and measurement vessel; 6-dilutent secondary air inlet (not used in the present study); 7-sampling line; 8-particle filters; 9-metering gas pump; 10-refrigerator; 11-CO, CO 2 and O 2 analyzers; 12-NO 2 /NO converter; 13-SO 2 , NO X and moisture analyzer; 14-exhaust outlet. 1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  10  11  12  13  14  15  16  17  18  19  20  21  22  23  24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 
